12th Grade Checkli

Fall

College Planning

O attend college information evenis in your community
(wwnacollegenights ong)

O Check college wehsites for applicathons, deadlines, financial
ald and housing information

O Askyour counselor to evaluate your transcript for high sool
graduation and college eligibility

O kegister to take or retake college entrance exams

O Several colleges are test opbional—check wens fairiest
orgftest-optional-list for the mast comprehenshe st

O 5AT (weaw.collegeboard.ong)
O ALT, with optional writing section (sww_act ong)

O Keep your test scoses, resume and transcrpt organized to help
in completing college applications

O Askteachers or counselors for letters of recommendation

O Analize portfolios, awdition materials or witing samples if
required as part of the application

O Get feedback from a college advisor, teacher or parent/
guardian and complete revisions of all applications and essays

O Begin to submit college applications
Financial Ald

O Rkeview the financial ald applicathon process and timeline
required by the colleges on your list

O Fle the Free Application for Federal Student Ald [FAFSA)
(https://studentald_gov/h/apply-for-aid, fafsa)
O Infarmation from the 2004 fa year will be wsed by
the class of 2026 when applying for financial akd for
the 2026-2027 academic year

O attend financial ald workshops in your community for help
campleting the FAFSA

O Be aware that private colleges may requine
additional financlal information from the O55 Profile

(https://cssprofile.collegeboard org)

O Check your state financial aéd wehsites for moe information
abaut In-state financial aid opportunities for undocumented,
DEEAMer and DACA students
(wwinkl ecmic_or g/ students resounce-gubdes hitmmil)

O Search and apply for scholarships (wes fasteeh,oom,
hittps://bigfuture collegeboard org)

O Review your FAFSA Submission Summary once the FAFSA has
been processad and make any needed corections

O males: Man to register for Selective Sendce when you tum
thie age of 1B; federal law requires nearly all male U5,
citlzens and male immigrants, ages 18-25, to register with
Selective Service; some states reguire registraton before
distribiuting state-bhased financlal aid (wene_sss gow)

{

Winter

Cinllepe Application Folbow-Lip
O Chesck yowr email frequently for additional information colleges
minghil st within their timeling
O Sendd woasr mild-year transoipt to collepes that request them

O Continue scholarship searches over winter break and continue
iy submit appleatsns
Spring

ACademirs

O Eeep up your grades—college admisskons are conditional and
can be rescinded if you do not continue academic excellence
O Cheestle wiith the collepes where you have applied before

considering drpping a 12th grade year class; colleges expect
wou bo complete all of the high school courses you listed as “in

progress” on your admissions application
O Take your Advanced Placement (AF) and /or Intemational
Baccalzureate (IB) exams

College Decision
O Cheescle yousr email or college admissions portal for admisslon
decishon notification

O visht campuses that most interast you

O Casefully review your financlal ald offer for each college where
wou hanee been accepted and compare offers; contact financial
aid offices fo answer questions or update them on any
changes toyour family's financial situation

O Fnalize your financlal ald; accept your Ananclal akd offer or
work with the college’s financial aid office to adjust it

O i ol bee aftending a fouryear college, notify and place
a depasht at the college of your cholce by Hational College
Deecishon Day (May 1)
Collepe Admisskons Follew-Lp
O Sign imio your colle=ge porial and resiews your task list and
dezdlines
O Cheestle yeniiar emiail fior correspondence and deadline reminders

O Reguest your final transoipt be sent to your college chobce
from your high school registrar before the deadline

O Eeguest AP and I8 scofes be submitted to your college cholce

O Ask abowut college placement tests—some colleges requine
them fior certain subjerts, such &s English and math; make
suple to register in time and stedy beforehand

O Shen wp fior summer and /or fall ofentation; some are
manidatony and some have a cost

O Fguwre out howsing—if living on campis, complete amy
romimate suneey foms, shen the housing contract and submi
2 housing degosit to make sure you have a reserved neom



Orientation

O astend orientation; at ofentation, you will register for o
classes; you may also take English, math of world languags
As5essMments

Paperwork and Payments

0O theck your college emall account and log info your college’s
student portal every few days for important notices for new
students

O Downboad your college®s health forms and see your docior;
calleges may require evidence of immunizations

O Maost four-year codleges reguire students to have health
Insurance, 50 you may see it on your fail bl if you don't want
it, you must opt out

O Research tuition payment options—iuition payments are dus
at the beginning of the term

O Searchyour student portal for “FERPA wabeer™ and submit
a completed form to your college if wou want your parents
guandians to access your student account (bill, grades, etic)

O Askyour high schood to send your fimal transoript bo your
callege
College Finances
O Work and save money for college

0O Make a budget with your parents guandians

(wwes ecmc.org studentseducators | student-resources,
financial-awareness-bashes-fah)

O view yourdass syllabus for required texthooks; conshier
burying wsed books, which cost less than nesr; you may
also e able to save money by shopping for books online,
downloading PDFs, buying e-books of renting books

O Some college Instructors,institutions have shified o open
educational resources (DERs). DERs are leaming, teaching and
researnch materials that are in the public domain, making them
awallable at mo cost and accessible for 2 wider audience. Here
are a few resources to explore- the University of Minnesota
Opeen Texthonk Library (hitps:/open_smn edu)/ opentexthonds).
OER Commeans (https:,foercommons.org) and OpenStax
(httpes: [ openstas org/)

Living on Campus
O theck out a sample packing list and start packing
(hittps: /bgfuture. collegeboard orgplan-forcollege after
youve-applied off-to-college-checklist)
O Conskder creating a roommate agreement (www.collegexpress.
com arthckes-and-advice student-life /articles living-campus
ree-make-your-own-college-roommate- agresment)

O Set expectations on how and when you will communicate with
wour family while away at college

O Make any necessany travel amangements; buy travel tickets
[plane, train, bus) and make hotel reservations eady (if
necessany

Living at Home

O Develop boundarnies with your Gmily and ket them know that
your first ohligation ks your studies, so you're not available
while af school

O deniify a study space at home
Support

O Seanh your collepe webshe for academic advising or
counseling sendces to leam more about these free resounces
available to vou; www.activeminds.org is another free
resounce wsed to help yourself or youwr friends with topics
related o menial heakih

O Check ywour student portal or college website so you don't miss
it e 2y wirtuial o local welcome events for students before
clzsses stan

O Send thank-pouw noles to evenyone who helped in your college
process, such as oounselors and teachers who wrote letters of
recommendation and scholarship providers who provided you
funding for college




